
PHONICS AND READING
14th September 2023



PHONICS
Phonics is the process of teaching the
letters (graphemes) and sounds
(phonemes) that make up words. We
have always taught Phonics in
Reception and Year One as the building
blocks for reading and writing. Through
our Little Wandle programme, phonics
and reading are even more interwoven.

decoding



abc

PHONICS
See the programme

overview to understand the

sequence the phonic sounds

are taught in across

Reception and Year One
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PHONICS
Click on the class

pages on the website

to find out how the

phonic sounds are

pronounced. 
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Children need to quickly

recall the sounds

(phonemes) when they

see the letter

(grapheme)

PHONICS

Children need to be

able to blend the

sounds together to

read a word

Children need to be able

to break a word down

(segment) into the

sounds in order to spell.
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READING AT HOME
A reading practice book

A sharing book

matched to the child’s phonic stage that they can read independently

that they can talk about and enjoy with their parent/carer

1

2



READING
PRACTICE BOOK

 Book is read 3 times in school, in a group

1: decode

2: expression

3: understanding

Then sent home for a week to read at home



READING
PRACTICE BOOK

www

Parents’ or carers’ support is needed to help their
child practise reading and develop fluency
with a book they have already read at school. This
book needs to be matched to their phonic
stage and be fully decodable. If books are sent
home that the child cannot decode, it will
lead to frustration for the child and the
parent/carer.

To ensure that reading at home is an
enjoyable experience and does not feel
like a chore,  schools need to send home
reading practice books in which the child
can read 95% of the words.

The children should be able to read the
practice book with developing

confidence and fluency without any
significant help. The parent/carer’s role is

to listen with interest and, most
importantly, to encourage and praise,

enthusiastically acknowledging the child’s
achievement (even if, at the early stages,

this is only small).
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THE SHARING
BOOK

To develop a love of

reading

This book is to be

shared for enjoyment

and not for the child

to read independently.



 Please don't forget to log

each time your child reads

We look at the records

every week and see how

frequently children are

reading at home.

BOOM READER


